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MEMORANDUM
To:

SCDPS Personnel
From: 

Director Robert G. Woods, IV
Date: 

August 20, 2021
Subject:
Updated Guidance on COVID Quarantine & Isolation
Based on recently updated guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the South Carolina Department of Public Safety (SCDPS) would like to remind all employees of the COVID quarantine and isolation guidance.

Fully Vaccinated Employees: 

· Who have direct exposure to someone with COVID-19 should get tested within three to five days following exposure (even if asymptomatic) and wear a mask indoors at work for 14 days following exposure or until the employee tests negative.

· Who have direct exposure to someone with COVID-19 are NOT required to quarantine unless the employee tests positive for COVID.

· Who test positive for COVID-19 must isolate for 10 days from the date of his/her positive test result.

Unvaccinated Employees:

· Who have direct exposure to someone with COVID-19 must quarantine for 14 days after exposure. The quarantine period may be shortened to seven days if the unvaccinated employee tests negative five days after exposure and remains symptom free.

· Who are symptomatic and who test positive for COVID-19 can only return to work when ALL three of these conditions are met:

· 10 days have passed since the symptoms first appeared.

· Employee has been fever-free for 24 hours with no fever reducing medication.

· Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving. 

· Who are asymptomatic must quarantine for 10 days following the date of his her positive test result.
Please note, any employee experiencing COVID-19 symptoms shall notify his/her manager. The aforementioned guidelines are an update to the Viral Pathogen Plan quarantine protocols. 
All employees, including law enforcement, are still required to wear face coverings where local ordinances apply or if at any time a violator/citizen requests a trooper/officer to wear a protective mask, he/she shall do so. In arrest situations where the violator exhibits signs of illness, officers are strongly encouraged to wear protective face coverings. 
Otherwise, as stated in the guidance issued to our employees on May 14, 2021, it is left to the discretion of fully vaccinated employees whether or not to wear a face mask while performing your duties. Given the rising case counts in our state, however, all SCDPS employees are urged to use prudent measures to protect yourself and your fellow employees. All employees should continue using hand washing or sanitizing practices and stay home when you are sick.
Please direct all questions to your supervisor through your chain of command.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.


