
SOUTH CAROLINA GOVERNOR’S JUVENILE JUSTICE ADVISORY COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes
August 8, 2025, at 10:30 am
Epworth Children’s Home
2900 Millwood Ave., Columbia, SC 29205

Members Present: Chairman John Holler, Eden Hendrick, Steven Ferrufino, Dione Carroll, Blake Taylor, Robert Reid, Rachel Burns
Staff Members Present: Joi Brunson, Traci Dove, Jerode Oliver, Brittany Cain, Jess Leneave
Guests: Mike Matheson (Children’s Law Center), Samantha Luck (SC Commission on Indigent Defense), Alexandra Chauhan (USC Law Center), Maggie Cruiser (USC Law Center), Jeff Lynch (Columbia Urban League), Jay Elliott
I. Welcome by the Chair: Chairman John Holler welcomed everyone in attendance and called the meeting to order. 

II. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Holler asked if everyone had a chance to review the minutes from May 16, 2025. A motion was made to add Robert Reid in attendance. Another motion was made to approve the added name. The motion was properly seconded and carried unanimously.

III. Agency Updates

a. OHSJP Update: The 2025 CJJ Youth Justice in Action Conference is scheduled to be held October 14-17, 2025, in Minneapolis, MN. Brittany Cain, Jerry Allred, and Robert Reid will be attending. Jerode Oliver asked Mike Matheson, from USC Children’s Law Center, for an update on their R/ED grant funded through OHSJP. The Children’s Law Center has been hosting trainings for law enforcement officers on the arrest and detention process for juveniles as well as de-escalating techniques. Mike Matheson mentioned that officers are requesting more DJJ Detention Decision tool cards. Steven Ferrufino inquired about an update on the statistics presented at a previous meeting. Mike Matheson said he would follow up on the request.
		
Brittany Cain shared data on compliance, mentioning that she has been visiting all the DJJ facilities to ensure they are reporting accurate data. Some members asked if they could accompany her on these visits and requested a possible schedule. 

b. SCDJJ: Director Eden Hendrick stated that there are still some youths being housed at the South Carolina Department of Corrections (DOC) but the South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) is paying DOC for housing and to provide a teacher. The Greenville Detention Center is officially open and currently housing 18 juveniles with a maximum capacity of 40. She also provided updates on the renovations throughout DJJ. There was a recent change in the proviso that counties will have to pay DJJ $175 a day for the first 25 days, then $50 a day to house juveniles. The average cost to house one juvenile is $400-500 per day. Director Hendrick provided a brief update on the construction of the SC Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility, which will be opening in early 2026. 
Recently, DJJ had their largest graduation with 146 juveniles. There are currently 63 students enrolled in the online college program. Even if juveniles are released from DJJ, they are still able to continue receiving their education with the agency at no cost to the students. There is also a GED testing site at every DJJ facility. Director Hendrick also stated they redid their Master Plan to present to the Legislature at next year’s session. 
c. Other Agency Updates: Steven Ferrufino with the South Carolina Department of Social Services (DSS) discussed the Teen Alternative Pathway Pilot (TAPP). This is a 90-day program for teens (ages 13-17) and their families in Greenville, Spartanburg, and Anderson counties to address these issues and prevent these youth from unnecessarily entering foster care. The program supports youth and their families and connects to local services, with the goal to stabilize, ensure safety, and improve youth outcomes. 

IV. Old Business: Jerode Oliver received recommendations of potential members for the Council, including two youth who are not system-involved. Chairman Holler made a motion to submit the names to the Governor for appointments. Another motion was made to approve the member recommendations, which was properly seconded and carried unanimously.

V. New Business: none

VI. Subcommittee Reports: 

a. R/ED-DSO: Jerry Allred, the subcommittee chair, was not present to provide a report. Alexandra Chisolm asked if anyone had compiled available resources and programs from various agencies and organizations throughout South Carolina that citizens and agencies could refer to, along with eligibility requirements. Brittany Cain mentioned that she has started compiling this information but acknowledged it will be a lengthy process.

b. Government Relations: Jerode Oliver spoke on behalf of Blake Taylor. The committee discussed writing a letter on behalf of GJJAC to the Legislature in support of the status offense bill or other potential bills for next year’s session. Further details will be discussed at the next GJJAC meeting. 

VII. FY 2026 Grant Recommendations: Chairman Holler made a motion to move into executive session to discuss the grant recommendations. Another motion was made to approve the move into executive session. The motion was properly seconded and carried unanimously. All non-committee members left the meeting.

Rachel Burns informed the Council that according to the by-laws, more than half of the voting members must be present, and only five members were in attendance today. Chairman Holler proposed that the present members approve the recommendations that were made and approved by the Grants Review Committee. An email and survey link will be sent to all Council members for approval of these recommendations. 

There were ten grant applications received, with three being recommended, totaling $262,125. There were no continuation projects. Chairman Holler asked the members who were present if they approved these recommendations. The OHSJP will send out an email with a summary of the recommendations to all Council members and request their vote within 14 days. 

VIII. Meeting Adjourn: With no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting will be held on November 7, 2025. Location of meeting will be presented prior to then.  
